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‘ 1. Introduction

Implementing digital tools built a strong part of the concept of RAPP Lab which was funded in
the section of “cooperation for innovation” between the strategic partnerships. Therefore,
working with content via digital content management systems has been crucial to the RAPP
Lab team.

The collaborative interactive web-platform that has been implemented during the project
functioned as an open resource for information and as a tool-kit for students and teachers
doing reflection-based artistic professional practice. Different tools enabled a reflective and
in-depth communication between the participants before, during and after the Labs, and gave
participants the opportunity to share and to discuss their material — to therefore reflect on a
supplementary level.

On the website the various methods of all Labs are presented in their complete developmental
phases and are linked directly to final results and publications.

The website can be found here: http://www.rapplab.eu

2. The aim

The presentation of the RAPP Lab project itself and its dissemination has not been the only
aim of the website, but it’s aim was to become in itself an intellectual outcome by providing a
virtual working platform for different groups involved in the project:

- as a place for exchanging ideas, for researching and also for discussing material for
teachers, students and artists

- as part of the experimental set-up of the Labs for the participants of the Labs

- as a work in progress during the project by increasing and developing through
participants and designers of the Labs and

- asanopensource for all partners organized in the international steering group (SG).

The impact of the Covid-pandemic also fostered the idea of providing a virtual platform for
collaborating between these different teams.

3. The process

First of all, one aim has been switched to a tool which already existed: The sciebo-platform, a
non-commercial cloud-system for HEl in Northrhine-Westfalia allows to create guest-accounts
for users outside the registered institutions. So immediately the RAPP Lab team became able
to share and provide relevant content between all partners:
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Internal — Einfach,
Working Space riesig.

for the SG

Sciebo

www.hochschulcloud.nrw

Example of content management within the steering group:

1t-koeln.sciebo.de/apps/files/?dir=/Steering-Group&fileid=370520

M Alle Dateien Steering-Group +

E{ Contract_Budget_Reports
.e Intellectual Outputs
. o

.{ Lola

.e Public_Relations
Ee Steering-Group-Meetings

.< Transnational-Project-Meetings_Multiplier-Events

Regarding the website itself, the Hochschule fiir Musik und Tanz Koln (HfMT) as coordinator
started with a call for tenders in February and April 2021, in May 2021 the programmer and
layouter were able to start working and in September 2021 the RAPP Lab team was able to
launch the public part of the website.
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LAB 2 | 2021

www.rapplab.eu

01/2021 02/2021 05/2021

07/2021

09/2021

In a teamwork between project management and artistic direction at the HfMT, programmer
and layouter developed the structure and design of the public part of the website:

TEAM RESEARCH INTERN

series of multi-national encounters described as

RAPP Lab explores how the reflective method-
ologies of artistic research empower musicians
to creatively respond to the economic-cultural
environment with which they are confronted.
The project brings together the artistic research
expertise of seven partner institutions in six dif-

< B www.rapplab.eu
Reflection-Based
Artistic Professional Practice LABS EVENTS
.
What is Labe
RAPP Lab:?
RAPP Lab is a three-year EU-funded research
project supported by the ERASMUS+ programme
"Strategic Partnerships". RAPP stands for
“Reflection based Artistic Professional Practice”
and the project will be taken forward through a ferent European states:
Association Européenne des Conservatoires - AEC Bruxelles, Belgium
Conservatorio di Musica Santa Cecilia Rome, Ita
Hochschule fiir Musik und Tanz Cologn any (as (
mdw - Universitat fiir Musik und Darstellende Kunst Vi
These six Labs all over the continent run between 2021 and 2023:
Cognitive Skills Embodiment
) g
Transculturality Autoethnography Improvisation
O‘Q ;
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After passing this milestone and through planning and designing Lab 3 in Cologne the RAPP
Lab team more clearly defined the different user-groups and their rights for building-up the
interactive part of the website, which became visible only for users with a user account.

By the end of 2021/beginning of 2022 the interactive part of the website has been launched.

Programming . ‘ ‘ v B
www.rapplab/intern www.rapplab.eu/intern LAB 6 | 2023
11/2021 01/2022 05/2022 05/2022 09/2022 03/2023

4. Usergroups and tools of interactive parts

Defining different usergroups and their tasks and rights has been important to design the
interactive sections of the website: As users on one hand there have been identified the
designers of the Lab (the so called-working groups in the different institutions) and on the
other hand the participants of the Lab (teachers and students from the different institutions
who were actually doing the Lab). The first group should get the possibility to upload their
contentin a certain place, the second group was supposed to find this material (and download
it), to get the possibility to interact with other users by e.g. commenting content and by
uploading own content in a different place. Comments on material should be possible also to
the first group.

\
\
Working Group | N[ conentneal \' Downloads,
(= teachers with A pas) / Uploads,
| students or \ /
| doctorates) , comments
Uploads, . '\
comments R A
& \\ 4 \

/ Participants

\
(= students \
and \\
teachers, \
Y/ ) - g
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In correspondence with these definitions choosing the right tools for interaction built the
other part of the process for creating the interactive section of www.rapplab.eu.

Four different tools to interact have been provided:

m Reflection-Based
Artistic Professional Practice

LABS  EVENTS TEAM RESEARCH  LAB3INTERACTIVE  LAB4INTERACTIVE  LABSINTERACTIVE  LABGINTERACTT

Let us get in interaction!

Discussion .
Material

Share

In the section “My Data” users were able to upload a profile image, to leave a statement on
the Lab as “testimonial” and to edit their contact information.

The section “Discussion” provided a space for all participants of the Lab to exchange in
advance and during the Lab about their special research interests and the artistic environment
they came from. This section has been prepared individually for each Lab by e.g. giving
different questions to the group:

[\, Reflection-Based
VAN artistic Professional Practice

WSS NS TOAM  RESOARCH  LARINTERACTVE  LABAINTERACTNE  LABSINTERACTV  LABG NTERACTY
Let us get in interaction!

/\\ Discussion
Q Material

Share
My Data | ﬁ
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Examples of replies to question “Across the entire field of my artistic practice, these are the
areas or issues that foster my interest on embodied knowledge dimensions”:

Reflection-Based
Artistic Professional Practice

LABS  EVENTS TEAM  RESEARCH  LAB3INTERACTIVE  LAB4INTERACTIVE  LABSINTERACTIVE  LAB6 INTERACTIVE

» . ’ - —
lute in contemporary music, in particular examining some works of Aldo Clementi, an important italian -
contemporary composer.

03.04.2022, 19:45 VAZD

..the quest of how to delineate a (musical) composition in its relation to the creative (and improvising) mu-
sician and the outside world

... the role of the body and embodied reflection in the composition process and in the work with the com-
position as a partaking musician

... interdisciplinary improvisation and the search for the common expression of sound and movement

@

Member since 17.12.2021

9 posts
08.04.2022, 10:08 VAEZD

1am interested in music as aesthetic experience and aesthetic education. Ar - Sc §
1 recently did a lot of research on specific ways of aesthetic transformation in music (I just finished my =

master thesis on Grete Wehmeyer, a pianist, musicologist and teacher from Cologne who approached
methods and ideas from 'Neue Musik’ and the ‘carnivalesque’ according to Mikhail Bakhtin for thinking
and writing about music).

1am looking for connections between art and science and ways of reflecting and speaking about them
with the aim to process them further artistically (in playing, teaching, writing about music).

N

"
| T
Member since 17.12.2021

11 posts

02.05.2022, 11:07 YW AZ S
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Iam trying to explore how to adapt the "Psychological Gesture™ by Michael Chekhov into a musical perfor- Fé ) Ni |
mance, from a composer’s perspective.

Member since 15.12.2021
8 posts

16.04.2022, 11:41 NAZD

The primary focus of my Masters completed as part of duo has been aesthetics: Finding the set of princi-
ples underlying our output as an ensemble through collaboration and exploring/embedding speech, text,
movement, dress, staging and visual arts into our practice.

1 have also been researching further into elements of movement while performing. This interest devel-
oped from working in improvisation ensembles alongside movement artists, and sometimes feeling lim-
ited with the creative choices I could make due to physical restrictions of playing the tuba.

As I begin to compose more outside of collaborative settings, I have been questioning my own creative
practice to gain further understanding of my identity as a composer/creator and would be interested in
exploring this more through the lens of embodied reflection.

Member since 24.03.2022

3 posts
Examples of questions and reply on Lab 6:
This is the material that I can provide to bring to Ro
Path: Main Forum LAB6 | Introduce yourself! | This is the material that I can provide ...
1 can bring my individual practices: improvisation on modal scales/on dissonant arpeggios, on a kind of Carla Conti

collective 'responsorial vocal practice’.

Member since 21.09.2021
5 posts

10.02.2023, 10:02 VAZD

I will bring my instrument, clarinet. I have no previous experience in improvisation so I look forward learn- V| E(
ing more.

Member since 18.05.2022
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The section “Material” was created to serve as a platform for all relevant material that had

been provided by the designers of the Lab (e.g. workshop descriptions or texts for preparation,
times schedules, scores ...):

m Reflection-Based
Artistic Professional Practice

Reflection-Based
Artistic Professional Practice

LABS EVENTS TEAM  RESEARCH  LAB3INTERACTIVE  LAB4INTERACTIVE  LABSINTERACTIVE  LABG INTERACTI

Let us get in interaction!

Welcome to the interactive sections of RAPP Lab 3 in Cologne! We are happy to host you in Cologne at the Hochschule fur Musik und Tanz]g prey
and to get to know eachother we would like to get in interaction with you. These will be the different possibilities to interact with us and t
ticipants of the Lab:

Discussion

(N
(23]

Material

ferent subjects concerning Lab

Some examples for different material (Lab 3 and Lab 5):

Reflection-Based

W Reflection-Based
Artistic Professional Practice \\ Artistic Professional Practice

LABS EVINTS TEAM  RISEARCH  LABDWNTERACTVE  LABAINTERACTVE  LABSINTERACTIVE  LABG INTERACTIVE LSS TS TEAM  RESEARGH

Material Material

Inthis part of the interactive website you will find material that is provided by the working group
team of Lab 3. We will open it in the beginning of April for you!

LAB3 Material

m u
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The section “Share” was an open section which provided the possibility to share material
(sounds, videos, images, texts) during the Lab between participants and to comment it:

Reflection-Based
Artistic Professional Practice

LABS EVENTS TEAM  RESEARCH  LABIINTERACTIVE  LAB4INTERACTIVE  LABSINTERACTIVE  LABG INTERACTI

Let us get in interaction!

Welcome to the interactive sections of RAPP Lab 3 in Cologne! We are happy to host you in Cologne at the Hochschule for Musik und Tanz. To prepare
and to get to know eachother we would fike to get in interaction with you. These will be the different possibilities to interact with us and the other par.
ticipants of the Lab:

Discussion

Q Material
Share

Examples for shared material Lab 3 - Lab 5:

2N
XN, Reflection-Based B\ Refie

ed
AN\ artistic professional Practi
N\ Artistic Professional Practice tistic sional Practice

LSS VNS TN RESOARON  LARIWTERCIVE LS
LIS OONTS TN SSOROI  LARINTISACTNT  UABUNTIRACTVE  LABSINTERACTY

Share Share

I this section you will have the possibilty to share your own conte:
duri together in Vienna.

LAB3 Share LAB4 Shares

—
% .

In the possibility to share your own content with other members of |

o

B

|
o

B -

P
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5. Technical information: A view inside the backend

The website has been programmed using typo3, an open source content management system
(https://typo3.org/) that provides a large scale of possibilities.

The interactive pages have been only visible for registered users of the corresponding Lab:

s BV o Pfad: /Lists/Forum/ 4 Lab3Forum [163]
A my = % SchlieBen | [B) Speichern || 4 new [ Loschen =IrNE]
(3 [106] News -
[167] Sh: n . .. P . N M
E\ (1041 aterid Topic "Across the entire field of my artistic practice, t..." auf Seite "Lab3Forum" bearbeiten
[168] Mails
(78] Lab4
[F] [107] Calendar L)
3 [108] News o
3 [189] Shares
[0] [190] Material
v Type [tyee]

1109] Calendar
[110] News
[191] Shares
[192] Material

Regular topic [0] v

(«] 7]

Subject [suject]

] [111] Calendar
[ 1112] News
1 [153] Shares
8] L295] ratecis URL-Segment 1510g]
B [154] Mails

¥4 [40] Users

@ (152) Guests

4 [43] Steering Group
Labl

4 [42] Lab2 + Neu anlegen

A [95] Lab3

4 [96] Lab4a

A [97] Labs

2 198] Labs
¥ & [92] Forum

& (91] Lab1Forum

& [116] Lab2Forum » [ ...the quest of haw ta delineate a (music

e-field-of-my-artistic-practice-these-are-the-areas- | Of | Qv

Posts [posts]

]
a8
H
=
@
L
]
@
]
c

+ [ My current Artistic Research profect concerns the omi
+ [ Talking about my research, ts subject s to get a o i

i) compo. oM i

& [163] Lab3Forum
i [224] LabdForum » O 1.am in the development of my bachelorarbelt in th.. ooli
& (229] LabSForum
& [150] LabsForum + [l 1 am trying to explore how to adapt the "Psycholog. ©0 i
LE| ‘omments
. (171] Maltz + [ The primary focus of my Masters completed as part omw i
=] [47] Layouts

Editing for users was made possible through different typo3-templates (e.g. xblog) and
through some extensions which are now available as open source material for further use.!

FEER A + BQ Q F Ol &
» ) [33] Lab1 Interactive
» 1) [44] Lab2 Interactive Lab3 Interactive
¥ i) [160) Share
& [162) Publish
>4 [161] Detail
¥ i) [181) Material
& [183) Publish [3 Seitentitel [ L g
w4 [182) Detail
) [204) New Material Comm @ share
w4 [159) Discussion
i) [165) User Profile A Material
» i) [158) My Profile
[l 1203) Share Detail
¥ i) [210] Labd Interactive
» i) [220) share
» &) [216] Material 4
» 4 [214] Discussion
» I [212) My Profile [d share Detail
[l [211) share petail
¥ ) [225] Labs Interactive
» i} [235] Share
» i) [231) Matenal Template (1) >
¥4 [229) Discussion
) [230) User Profile + Template-Titel Beschrelbung
» I [227] My Profile
[l [226) Share Detan mrex sonmliD 4+ ok
¥ i) [146] Lab Interactive
» 4 [148] Discussion
» i) [251] Material
* i) [260) Share Selteninhalt (7) >
» i) [151] My Profile
[ [246) Share Detail
¥ 4 [10] Intern
[141] Response
[l 1871 Rand Mara

Seite (5) »

v\ [ ¥ 58 Eenglish [Site: raplab]

(7}

GCom iG

g (@

3B English [Site: raplab]

&

Ceom il

82 8 9
>
«
v
=
®

4 Discussion A v 4 » 0 ¥ 5 English (Site: raplab)

&

Ceoem i

J

My Profile A v 4 » [0 ¥ 3B english [Site: raplab)

7l

Ceoem i G

(¢]
2B P P B B

[T
»

-

o

w

3 English [Site: raplab]

&

Com i

2 rEa= 100 60
(€]

@

+  Oberschrift [ Lokalisk -

5 Matenal e« o0 i BD+ - [ 3¢ B8 English [Site: raplab)

! For details: Sechs Hochschulen arbeiten mit TYPO3-Publish: Redakteur*innen bearbeiten Inhalte im TYPO3-
Frontend (die-netzmacher.de)
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6. Results: What worked — what has been challenging?

Uploading and providing material after clearly defining user roles and user rights worked very
well and was also quite intuitive for users. By providing teaching and learning material the
Labs and their methodology became transparent to participants. Also giving the possibility to
participants to sneak around the group and to share material in different phases of the Lab
(before, during and after) worked well. Due to the fact that only participants of the Lab had
the possibility to enter in the internal section, it also became a “safe space” for the whole
group doing the Lab. The website was designed responsive, therefore it was also possible to
use it with smartphone or tablet.

Interaction on material provided by users only works when participants are motivated to
upload own contend and to provide their material to others. During pandemic restrictions and
blended learning settings this was evident to all users. As soon as Labs were able to take place
in presence the motivation to use a second work space (the “virtual” one) has not been so
strong any more. Some participants even strongly rejected to interact “virtually” because they
preferred to share material and thoughts via personal communication.

Challenging was also to handle technical questions during the run of the Lab: The webpage
was part of the experiment, it was tested under live conditions, during running the Labs. So
technical problems had to be resolved during the run of the Lab. Crucial for developing the
website and its content has also been to train the staff dealing with backend-editing: The
coordinator took care of editing texts and images on public pages, inserted new users with
different rights for the interactive parts of the website and organized the forums.

For owners of an interactive platform like the www.rapplab.eu/intern the question of using a
part of the material on the internal part can be difficult to decide after finishing the project.
This is not only for copyright reason but also that some of the material might occurre not so
relevant for externals. The RAPP Lab team luckily was able to use some parts of the material
that students and teachers provided and made it visible on the public part of the website or
as “documentation” (see 10 3).
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